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occupied the peninsula of Acadia. In 1608 Cham-
plain sailed up the St. Lawrence. It was not till after
the King's death that he discovered the vast inland
seas, the sources of that mighty river which bears
the largest ships to the foot of the precipitous rock
on which, four hundred miles from the ocean, he
founded Quebec, the future capital of Canada ; yet
the credit of having initiated the most successful
attempt hitherto made, to find a home for the
French race beyond the limits of old Gaul, belongs
to Henry IV.

Sully and his master were heartily at one in pro-
moting all plans for encouraging and improving
agriculture. The King, says Scaliger, was capable
of everything except keeping his gravity, or rending
a book; yet he at least turned over the leaves of
the treatise on husbandry, written by Olivier de
Serres, whom Arthur Young styles the Father of
French Agriculture. Every day for the greater part
of a year the book was brought to him after dinner,
and he studied it for half an hour with apparent
interest. Engineers were brought from the Low
Countries to drain the marshes. The reckless de-
struction and waste of the forests was checked and
new timber planted.

In 1598 Rosny travelled through the country, in-
quiring into the condition of the people, their
sufferings and most pressing wants. The result was
that in 1600 an important ordinance was published.
By this all arrears of tallagc due for years prior to
1597 were remitted, and the amount annually pay-
able reduced by about 1,800,000 livres. Any fraud